Alterations of glycolipid glycosyltrasnferase levels in lymphoma and lymphoid tissues of lymphoma-bearing hamsters.
Thymus from lymphoma-bearing hamsters in advanced stages of tumor growth showed enhanced activities of four glycolipid-glycosyltransferases which lead to the step-wise synthesis of lactosylceramide to Forssman hapten. The alpha-galactosyltransferase activity of the thymus was decreased until day 6 of inoculation but increased thereafter. The activities of all the transferases tested were significantly lowered in lymphoma tissue. The level of UDP-galactose pyrophosphatase did not correlate with the transferase activities.